
Supporting 
Learners in the 
Classroom



At The Littletons 
School we use a 

variety of 
adaptations to 

support children 
in their lessons 

and to help them 
be engaged and 

successful 
learners.

These are the main adaptations for learning that we use across school.



We use Steps to Success charts to 
help children follow each part of a 
process. This helps them to break 
down a task and supports them to 

become more independent.



Sometimes the 
Steps to Success 

charts look 
different. This is 

one designed as a 
flow chart for work 

in Religious 
Education.



We use flashcards in many subjects to 
prompt recall of factual knowledge.

Visuals are crucial for children's learning 
because the brain processes visual 

information faster than text or speech, 
leading to faster connections, better 

memory retention, and improved 
understanding of concepts. 



A hobbit lived in a hole in the ground. It 
was not a dirty or empty hole. It was a cozy 
and comfortable home.

The front door was circular and painted 
green, with a shiny yellow knob in the 
middle. Inside, there was a long tunnel 
with nice walls, soft carpets, and chairs. 
There were lots of hooks for coats and hats 
because the hobbit liked having visitors.

The tunnel had many rooms along it, like 
bedrooms, a kitchen, and places to store 
food and clothes. Everything was on one 
floor, so there were no stairs. The best 
rooms were on one side, and they had 
round windows to let in light.

Sometimes it can be hard for children 
to read age-appropriate texts. We use 

different ways to make texts more 
accessible. 

Here is the text after it has been simplified 
by AI. We insert new vocabulary into the 

accessible version.

Here is the original text from ‘The Hobbit’.



In this example, 
we have used 

symbols to make 
the text more 
accessible.



We can also use 
special fonts to help 

children with 
dyslexia access a 

range of texts.

Dyslexia fonts can improve 
readability by reducing letter 

confusion and minimising visual 
crowding. These fonts feature 

heavy bottoms, unique character 
shapes, and better spacing, which 
helps reduce the visual distortions 
many dyslexic readers experience.



We can also support children with 
English as an additional language. 

We can produce resources with dual 
language and symbols.



Word mats are vital educational tools that 
enhance children's learning by providing 
immediate, visual access to vocabulary, 

supporting independent writing, and 
boosting confidence. They help expand 

vocabulary, improve spelling accuracy, and 
offer topic-specific terminology. These 

resources reduce cognitive load, allowing 
children to focus on creating content rather 

than just spelling.



We use word mats 
to provide sentence 

starters that 
children could use.



We also use word mats for the 
names of characters so that 

children can access the 
correct spellings when 

writing.



We make sure we use 
number grids that improve 
children’s ability to access 
resources. By using colour 
coded grids, children can 

easily track where they are 
with their finger.



We use sentence 
stems to help 

children speak and 
write in full 
sentences.

Using symbols also 
helps children to 

find which 
sentence stem they 

need.



We try and make sure that all our 
displays support learning.

We make sure that vocabulary is in 
a font size that can be seen by all 
children wherever they are sitting 

in the room.

Images are also used to support 
the meaning of each word.



We teach words explicitly so that children learn new vocabulary through a 
variety of approaches. This helps to secure their understanding.



Structure strips are a 
classroom scaffolding tool. 

They are  long, narrow strips of 
paper glued into the margin of a 

child’s book to guide writing, 
paragraph structure, and 

planning. They help students 
organise their thoughts and 

manage the length and focus of 
their work

They can use pictures, 
symbols, vocabulary 

and sentence 
openers.



We use lots of speech and 
language resources across the 
school to help children develop 

speech sounds, understand 
language and to be able to have 

conversations with others.



We use lots of concrete 
apparatus.



We use social stories to 
help prepare children for 
special events in school.

Social stories are short, 
personalised narratives 
designed to teach social 

skills, reduce anxiety, and 
improve coping strategies 
for children. They provide 
concrete, visual guidance 
on what to expect, how to 

behave, and how to 
understand other 

perspectives in different 
situations.

Social Stories

This Social Story is about the Reception Nativity performance.



We use visual timetables and ‘Now and 
Next’ boards to reduce anxiety and to help 
children know what they need to do next.



Some children need 
individual adaptations 

such as coloured 
overlays, wobble 
cushions, writing 
slopes and task 

management boards.
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